
 

 

THE OPEN WINDOW 
First Presbyterian Church 

607 W. Smith St. • Corry, PA  16407 • 814-665-3827    
firstpresbyteriancorry@verizon.net •www.corryfirstpresbyterianchurch.org 

Like us on Facebook  

Worship Hours 
 

9:00 AM 
Sunday School  

 
10:00 AM 
Worship 

Inside 

Birthdays 
Things We Need to Know 

Reading the Bible 
Committee Snippets 
Treasurer’s Report  

Prayer List 
Calendar 

Our Mission Statement 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Corry, believing the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, will share and 
live the Good News within our 
congregation and the larger 

community to bring  
glory to God. 

Staff  

Pastor – Daniel R. McEldowney CRE 
  Office phone (private)        663-5254  
  Home phone  664-2571  
Church Office  814-665-3827   
 
Secretary   Barb Sproveri  
Custodian  Brian Titch  
Time Out Director  Kay Black 
Time Out Aides  Lynn Gilbert  
 Diane Catalfu 
 Judy Goodwill 
 

 
 
Issue 10 
November 2019 

November 1. 2019 

Monday, November 11, 2019 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2019  

Join us after the 10 AM Worship Service.  
The entrée and beverages will be 

provided.  Bring a dish, but if you forget, 
no problem!  Please stay for dinner 

anyway!! 

Sunday, November 24 
Communion will be served 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28  

Church and offices will be closed Thursday, 
November 28 and Friday, November 29 



 

 

Barb will be on 
Vacation 

November 20—26.  
The office will 

remain open in her 
absence. 

November 3   
 Kane 
 Candidates under Care of 

Lake Erie Presbytery 
  
November 10 
 Cochranton 
 Rev. Hal Kelley (HR) 
 
 
 
 

November 17 
 Corry—Commissioned Pastor 

Dan McEldowney 
 Rev. David Lee (HR) 
 
November 24 
 Cooperstown—

Commissioned Pastor Diane 
Whitman 

 Commissioned Pastor Tim 
Olsen—Moderator of the 
Coordinating Committee 

Prayers for our Presbytery 

 

11/3 Ginny Wolbert 
11/5 Bob Grice 
11/6 Barb DuBois 
11/7 Sawyer Bilskie 
11/13 Mary Curtis 
11/15 Anthony Kerr 
11/17 Patty Cooney 
11/21 Shelley Rhodes 
11/22 Ruth Ann Grice 
11/25 Lily Hagan 
11/27 Logan Hodak 
 Shelby Bilskie 
11/29 Mariann Adolphson 
 Kaitlynn McCray 
 

If we have missed your birthday, please contact 

Dixie Anderson, Gwen Harned or the church office 

 
Building & Grounds Doug Mather 
Personnel Dale Black 
Nominating Mel Cole 
Finance Nicole Sloane 
Music & Worship Reneé Patterson 
 

Missions Judy Silvis 
Christian Education Patty Cooney 
Membership & Welfare Gwen Harned 
Time Out Barb Bemis 
Prayer Chain Ruth Ann Grice  
 

 
Treasurer Bob Grice 
Financial Secretary Dave Simmons 
Clerk of Session Beth Mather 
Head of Corporation  
 Beth Mather, President 
 Mel Cole, Vice President 

2019 Committee Chairpersons 



 

 

 

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!”  (Psalm 107:1)  

  

The signs are obvious.  The light of day fades earlier every evening.  The gentle breeze be-
comes a chilling wind.  The falling crimson and auburn leaves form a colorful blanket on the grass.  
Beneath the gray sky, the air becomes crisp with dampness.  Nature is undergoing its familiar sea-
sonal transition. 

There is a growing awareness that families will soon gather for the annual celebration of the 
holiday we call Thanksgiving.  For many, the day will include making a trip to grandma’s house, 
consuming a bounteous feast, and watching football on TV.  Some will even grab a few winks after 
their meal. 

One day each year, our nation seems to acknowledge the need to thank God for the many 
ways He blesses our lives.  But we aren’t blessed just once a year.  We receive blessings nearly eve-
ry day.  And since we are blessed every day, we should thank Him every day. 

The Bible repeatedly reminds us to continually give thanks.  The admonition listed above 
from Psalm 107 is an example.  Others include: “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18); “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God.” (Philippians 4:6); and, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give 
thanks to him; bless his name!” (Psalm 100:4). 

There are many other examples.  Google, “What does the Bible say about thanksgiving?” 
and you will find a long list of references.  And, while it may seem like giving thanks is an obliga-
tion, it is actually much more.  Giving thanks regularly helps build in us an “attitude of gratitude.” 

Mental strength trainer and author Amy Morin, writing in Forbes magazine, states, 
“Developing an ‘attitude of gratitude’ is one of the simplest ways to improve your satisfaction with 
life.”  In her article she lists seven benefits of a grateful attitude: 1. Gratitude opens the door to 
more relationships; 2. Gratitude improves physical health; 3. Gratitude improves psychological 
health; 4. Gratitude enhances empathy and reduces aggression; 5. Grateful people sleep better; 6. 
Gratitude improves self-esteem; and, 7. Gratitude increases mental strength. 

So, giving thanks pleases God, helps us fulfill God’s Will, and benefits us physically, mentally, 
and spiritually.  Let us make every day Thanksgiving Day. 

 

With Love, 

Pastor Dan 

  



 

 

Seeing what is called the “Hunter’s Moon” in the night sky recently reminded me of the times I went raccoon 
hunting long ago. The fall is prime time for die hard raccoon hunters to trek through the woods to hunt rac-
coons after dark. They say hunting is best when there is no moon showing in the night sky. Ever go raccoon 
hunting?  Well, I had the good fortune to do so several times with two friends- Bill and his brother-in-law, 
Herman. The one older friend, Bill, owned two hunting dogs, one which was an old dog named “Fog.” The 
other younger dog’s name escapes my memory. I remember “Fog” because he used a distinctive guttural 
barking sound when he successfully “treed” a raccoon, meaning a raccoon had climbed up a tree out of 
harm’s way.   

Arriving at Bill’s brother’s farm, the carbide lanterns were lit, and the dogs were let off their leashes to begin 
the chase.  Then came the long wait in the cold, damp, darkness as we listening for old “Fog” get on the scent 
of a raccoon. If we were lucky, “Fog’s” voice would change to a deep constant bark, which meant he had put 
a raccoon up a tree and he wasn’t about to leave till we got there. 

Because fur pelts were worth some money back then, the raccoons we hunted were harvested.  One particu-
lar night, though, we put the raccoon back up in the tree so the dogs wouldn’t return to that tree.  It was my 
job to get “Fog” on his leash and away from the tree for another adventure. Well, “Fog” had other ideas. As 
he was eager to get back to the tree, I slipped on the wet leaves and he dragged me face first about twenty 
feet down over a steep hill before he came to a stop.  As I recall the inside of my jacket was loaded with sog-
gy, musty leaves from the awkward slide. That particular night the hunt ended early. The dogs were loaded 
back in the truck, and we returned to our homes to warm up and to relive in our minds the evening’s fun, 
while we drifted off to sleep in our cozy beds late at night. 

Probably most people wouldn’t think raccoon hunting would be much fun, let alone doing at night. You see, 
there’s something about being out in nature after dark with the wind whirling through the trees and across 
the fields that intrigues me. If we happened to be somewhere on a high hill, lights in nearby farm homes 
could often be seen, radio and TV towers were lit up, and planes could be seen crossing the moonlit sky.  If 
we were lucky, we could hear fox and coyote barking in the distance, an owl making its familiar sound, or 
frightened deer swiftly passing nearby. I didn’t think about it then, but all those sights and sounds were gifts 
from God for us to enjoy. But probably the best part about raccoon hunting was simply just being with 
friends- listening to their stories about all kinds of adventures, or often just being silent, listening and waiting 
together for old “Fog” to tree a raccoon. 

The being silent part I just mentioned is something we should practice when we talk to God.  In our prayer 
times we tend to say our usual prayers, but in our haste to do other things, we forget to take time just to be 
silent and listen for “God’s” voice speaking to us. If we can be still and put everything out of our minds in si-
lent reverence, there may be times when He does speak to us.  So, I think it is important to make regular time 
each day-prayer time or any time- to be silent and to exalt God for His awesomeness. 

 Bill, Herman, and “Fog” are long gone, but if someone asked me to go raccoon hunting again, you bet I’d go! 

And these are things we need to know! 

Things We Need To Know 

By Dick Patterson 



 

 

 

Class of 2019 
Barb Bemis 814-462-9654 
Mel Cole 814-440-2118 
Renee Patterson 664-9551 
Clerk - Beth Mather        664-9640 

Class of 2020 
Patty Cooney 964-0378 
Doug Mather 664-9460 
Nicole Sloane 814-440-2059 

           

 
Class of 2021 

Dale Black  664-8336 
Judy Silvis    664-2813 

Gwen Harned     664-4555 

Session Members 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER … 

Our Military 
MARINES: Warrant Officer Rebekah Hasbrouck 
AIR FORCE:  Dalton Swanson  
ARMY: Sergeant Justin Bemis, Cory Myers, Pat Hunt, 
NAVY: Lt. Jason Rouse, Matthew Quirk, Kaitlyn 
Luckock 
ARMY N.G:  Jerred Hodak  

Encouragement 
Lucy Holthouse Laura Holthouse 
McKenzie Hopson Matthew Hamilton 
Session Colin McEldowney 
Taylor McEldowney Wendy Jaworski  
Shelbie Bilskie Adam Black  
Alexis Titch Bryce Jaquith  
Jessica Barwell Sarah Barwell  
Jack Hasbrouck Julia Hamilton  
David Patterson Anna Fay 

Continuing Prayers Needed 
Barbara Anderson  Bill Mitchell   
Bob DuBois  Chris Jackson 
Elinore Hooven John Marshall 
Suzie Sperry Sandy Mitchell  
Our Church Dick Hasbrouck—GA 
Shannon Lewis Dave Edwards 
Jim Brunswick Brandon Bilskie 

Nursing Homes and Shut-ins 

Jean Byerly, Mary Curtis, Barbara Anderson,  

The Mission Committee will again be giving away Thanksgiving Baskets. We 

are asking for non-perishable items to be donated as well as our mission 

offering will go help with the  cost of times we will need to purchase. Items 

needs: canned green beans, canned corn, canned  cranberry sauce, boxed 

stuffing mix, large jars of turkey gravy, and large cooking bags for turkeys.  

If you  care to include other items  such as cans of soup, rice, spaghetti 

sauce, etc. we ill put these in the baskets at random. A bin will be set up the 

first of November for your donations.  



 

 



 

 

DECEMBER 8TH, 3:00 PM FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

REHEARSAL DATES AND TIMES 

DATE  CHILDREN YOUTH  ADULTS 

October 27 2:00-3:00 PM 2:00-3:00 PM 2:00-4:00 PM 
November 3 2:00-3:00 PM 2:00-3:00 PM 2:00-4:00 PM 
November 10 2:00-3:00 PM 2:00-3:00 PM 2:00-4:00 PM 
November 17 2:00-3:00 PM 2:00-3:00 PM 2:00-4:00 PM 
November 24 2:00-3:00 PM   2:00-4:00 PM 

 
FINAL REHEARSAL: 

December 3 6:30-7:00 PM 6:30 PM  6:30-8:00 PM 
 

PERFORMANCE: 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019 AT 3:00 PM 

Children & Adults are invited to 

share their talents 

Sunday, December 22 during the 

10 AM worship service. 



 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

607 West Smith Street 

Corry, PA 16407 

Please deliver to 

Current Resident or  

Place label here 

Sundays of Advent 
December 1 • December 8 

December 15 • December 22 

Church and offices will be closed  
Tuesday and Wednesday,  

December 24 and 25 
Tuesday and Wednesday,  

December 31 and January 1 


