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Our Mission Statement 

The First Presbyterian Church 
of Corry, believing the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, will share and 
live the Good News within our 
congregation and the larger 

community to bring  
glory to God. 

Staff  

Pastor – Daniel R. McEldowney CRE 
  Office phone (private)        663-5254  
  Home phone  664-2571  
Church Office  814-665-3827   
 
Secretary   Barb Sproveri  
Custodian  Brian Titch  
Time Out Director  Kay Black 
Time Out Aides  Lynn Gilbert  
 Diane Catalfu 
 Judy Goodwill 
 

 
 
Issue 3 
APRIL 2020 

COVID-19 CRISIS 
With the health, safety and well-being of our parishioners, 

staff and the public in mind during COVID-19, we have 
chosen to suspend all church activities and functions until 

such a time as the officials feel it is safe to socialize in 
large numbers again.    

All dates and events listed in this newsletter and on the 
calendar that are scheduled will be subject to change or 
cancellation depending upon governmental guidelines. 



 

 

April 5 
 Linesville and Franklin, Rocky 

Grove—Rev. Rachel Johns, Temporary Supply Pastor 
 Rev. Emmanuel Amey—Stated Clerk, Evangeline 

Presbyterian Church, Ghana 
  
April 12 
 Endeavor—Commissioned Pastor Roger Snyder 
 Co Moderator of 222nd General Assembly—Rev. 

Cindy Kohlmann & Elder Vilmarie Cintron-Olivieri 

 
April 19 

 Utica—Commissioned Pastor Tina Kaye 
 Ruling Elder, Tim Olsen—Moderator of the 

Coordinating Committee 
 
April 26 
 Ripley—Commissioned Pastor Phil Johnson 
 Rev. Carl Hull (HR) 
 Rev. Joe Filer (HR) 

Prayers for our Presbytery 

 

4/10  Jackie Upperman 
 Brian Titch 
 Adam Black 
 
4/20 Sandy Zeaman 
 
4/26 Ching Wu Hou 
 
4/28 Judy Daley 

If we have missed your birthday, please contact Dixie An-

derson, Gwen Harned or the church office 

 
Building & Grounds Doug Mather 
Personnel Dale Black 
Nominating Renee Patterson 
Finance Nicole Sloane 
Music & Worship Beth Mather 
 

Missions Judy Silvis 
Christian Education Patty Cooney 
Membership & Welfare Gwen Harned 
Time Out Barb Bemis 
Prayer Chain Ruth Ann Grice  
 

 
Treasurer Bob Grice 
Financial Secretary Dave Simmons 
Clerk of Session Beth Mather 
Head of Corporation  
 Beth Mather, President 
 Mel Cole, Vice President 

2020 Committee Chairpersons 

 
April 5th—Palm Sunday 
       9AM   Intergenerational Breakfast  
 
April 9th—Passover/Maundy Thursday 
       7 PM Special Service with Communion  
 
April 10th—Good Friday 
                    12 PM Community Congregational 

Service 

Christ the Lord is 
Risen Today!  

April 12, 2020 



 

 

“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, I 
will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”  (2 Corinthi-
ans 12:9) 

 

 Wow!  What a sudden change of direction life has taken!  We were in the midst of Lent—one of the 
busiest times of the year for Christians—when it happened: the coronavirus pandemic.  As I write this, we 
are experiencing the drastic, negative effects of this disease outbreak. 

 Acting on the advice of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and various health departments to 
practice what is called “social distancing,” and at the direction of the Presbytery of Lake Erie’s General Pres-
byter David Oyler, our church chose to cancel worship services scheduled for March 22nd and 29th.   In addi-
tion, virtually all programs in the church were suspended for a period of two weeks.  It is hoped normal op-
erations will resume thereafter, but that will depend upon the course of the disease at that time and the 
recommendations of officials. 

 Instead of taking normal precautions during this unprecedented time, many people are panicking.  
Stores shelves have been stripped of toilet paper, hand sanitizer, cleaning supplies, paper towels, tissues, 
and other items.  Never before in my lifetime, have I witnessed such drastic measures as canceling worship 
services, community Lenten lunches, and professional and college sports seasons, suspending academic 
studies in schools and colleges, shutting down cruise lines, etc., all for the purpose of helping to stop the 
spread of a communicable disease. 

 These are challenging and stressful times. 

 Thankfully we have a God who is in control.  Therefore, we can weather this storm because of our 
faith and trust in him.  We can draw nearer to Him for strength and guidance through this crisis.  Since we 
won’t be gathering together for formal worship, we must then spend time worshipping him at home.  Our 
daily prayer and devotions will lift our spirits and encourage us.  We can look forward to the time when we 
can return to church for worship.  We can continue to communicate with fellow believers.  All of this will 
help us cope with the challenges during this time. 

 For those who are able, it is recommended that we check occasionally on neighbors and friends 
who are older and/or infirmed.  We should also offer to help shut-ins buy groceries, pick up medications, 
attend medical appointments, etc.  These acts will show the love of God in our hearts and will allow us to 
fill our time with meaningful service. 

 Anyone who has a special need during this time, may call the church office (814-665-3827) for assis-
tance, or for an urgent need may call Pastor Dan (814-873-4774).    

 

With Love, 

Pastor Dan 



 

 

You’ve probably heard the saying, “Don’t let the cat out of the bag.”  But how about “putting the cat in the 

bag?”  Why would anyone do that? Well, let me tell you about my experience with the cat and the bag. Then 

I will relate that story to our story about our faith walk. 

Many years ago one of my students had kittens for which her mother wanted to find homes.  So one after-

noon after school I went to their home to get a kitten.  I’m not sure why I wanted or needed one at the time.  

We had plenty of cats on the farm I could have chosen for a pet. After spending a considerable amount of 

time looking at the kittens, I chose a tri-color one to take home.  Here’s the strange part. The lady insisted 

that I put the kitten in a brown paper bag to transport it. She believed the kitten couldn’t find its way back 

home if it was in a paper bag. Although this “farm boy” didn’t believe her superstition, “he” complied with 

her wishes.  Only years later did I discover that cats could find their way back home, but that’s a story for an-

other time.   

I thought it was appropriate to name my kitten Libby, since that was her owner’s name. Libby, a long haired 

cat, spent around 17 good years as a house cat.  You see, I learned early in her cat life that taking her for a 

walk outdoors on a leash wasn’t a good idea. She could be both temperamental and loving like most cats. 

Speaking about superstitions, you probably have heard someone say that cats could suck the life out of in-

fants in cribs. What an awful thought!  I didn’t have a computer back then to ask Google if that could be true. 

But Libby seemed to welcome my sons when they were infants, as she regularly visited their rooms while 

they slept.  Both sons survived and Libby ruled the house a long time. 

I was headed a completely different direction with the rest of this article, but then a different idea came to 

me from the Holy Spirit. Now understand that I have talked about our faith life numerous times, but let’s 

think about it in terms of “letting the cat out of the bag.” Letting the cat out of the bag implies telling some-

one a secret without intentionally meaning to do so.  That’s not what God planned for us when we became 

believers. We know that Christ lives in and through us and we just have to be “willing” to participate.  That, 

we know, starts when by God’s grace we are saved.  It also applies to our whole earthly life as God sanctifies 

and perfects us.  We just have to be “willing” to let the Holy Spirit work in us.  As we live our lives in Christ, 

we have a story to tell others- a story that’s about what an amazing life we have trusting or having faith in 

the faithfulness of Christ.  Our whole Christian life is “totally grace,” not achieved by self-effort, as one writer 

put it.  So that’s a story we need to share with others. It shouldn’t be a secret to be kept to ourselves.  Can 

we resolve, then, to “let the cat out of the bag” intentionally- to tell our story! 

And these are things we need to know! 

Things We Need To Know 

By Dick Patterson 



 

 

 

Class of 2020 
Patty Cooney 964-0378 
Doug Mather 664-9460 
Nicole Sloane 814-440-2059 

           

Class of 2021 
Dale Black  664-8336 
Judy Silvis    664-2813 
Gwen Harned    664-4555 

 

 
Class of 2022 

Barb Bemis 814-462-9654 
 
 
Clerk - Beth Mather        664-9640 

Session Members 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER … 

Our Military 
MARINES: Warrant Officer Rebekah Hasbrouck 
AIR FORCE:  Dalton Swanson  
ARMY: Sergeant Justin Bemis, Cory Myers, Pat Hunt, 
NAVY: Lt. Jason Rouse, Matthew Quirk, Kaitlyn 
Luckock 
ARMY N.G:  Jerred Hodak  

Encouragement 
McKenzie Hopson Matthew Hamilton 
Session Colin McEldowney 
Taylor McEldowney Wendy Jaworski  
Shelbie Bilskie Alexis Titch  
Bryce Jaquith Anna Fay 
Jessica Barwell Sarah Barwell  
Jack Hasbrouck Julia Hamilton  
David Patterson  

Continuing Prayers Needed 
Barbara Anderson  Brandon Bilskie  
Bob DuBois  Jim Brunswick 
Elinore Hooven John Marshall 
Suzie Sperry Sandy Mitchell  
Our Church Shannon Lewis  
Dave Edwards  

Nursing Homes and Shut-ins 

Jean Byerly, Mary Curtis, Barbara Anderson,  
John Marshall 

Our Mission Offering for April will go to One Great Hour of Sharing.  It 
is an annual outpouring of Christian generosity that transforms lives 
here and around the world.  Each gift helps our neighbors-in-need by 
providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and 
support for the poor and oppressed.  Please give 
generously!  Envelopes will be provided in the bulletins and the official 
collection will be on Easter Sunday, but accepted through April.  



 

 



 

 

Grab your colored pencils, markers or crayons and relax. 



 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

607 West Smith Street 

Corry, PA 16407 

Please deliver to 

Current Resident or  

Place label here 


